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The Co-operative Development Society Limited

POLICY ON MEMBERSHIP OF CDS CO-OPERATIVES

CDS Co-operatives is a bonafide secondary housing co-operative developing and managing primary housing co-operatives.  As such CDS is essentially federal in nature.

Rule 12 of the Society’s registered rules states:

The following persons and organisations shall be entitled to become members of the Society:

a)
primary housing co-operatives who are clients and potential clients of the Society;

b)
individuals aged not less than eighteen (or such other age of majority as may from time to time be prescribed by law) who have a special interest in supporting housing co-operatives or contributing their special knowledge of expertise to the work of the Society;

c)
community organisations, whether incorporated or unincorporated, intending to promote or support the development of a housing co-operative in their area. In the case of unincorporated community organisations membership shall be by way of an individual member as accredited nominee for the unincorporated organisation;

d)
a person appointed to the Board by the Housing Corporation pursuant to Schedule 1 of the Housing Act 1996.

This policy sets out the general principles which the Board of Management will follow in considering any application for membership as required by Rule 13 of the registered rules.

1.
The Society wishes to encourage all primary housing co-operatives with which it enters into a service agreement to take up membership of the Society. This will strengthen the federal nature of the Society.  An application for membership from any primary housing co-operative which has a service agreement with the Society will be automatically approved.

2.
Applications for individual membership will be considered on a case by case basis.  The Board of Management will consider whether the individual has a demonstrable commitment to the co-operative principles and can provide expertise in an area which will be beneficial to the work of the Society and/or the functioning of the Board of Management.  


Applications will not be considered from individuals who are currently tenants of primary co-operatives provided with services by the Society. Such individuals will be encouraged to participate in the Society’s activities through the corporate membership of their primary co-operative and submit themselves as a the potential representative member of their primary co-operative, using their own co-operative’s democratic procedures.  

3.
Applications from community organisations will be considered by the Board on the basis of the likelihood of the Society being able to offer support or services to the organisation.  

4.
A person appointed to the Board of Management by the Housing Corporation will automatically be admitted as a member of the Society.

5.
Co-opted members of the Board are not required to become members of the Society but will be encouraged to take up such membership.

Stephen Brown

Secretary

2/3/98
Approved by the Board of Management 9 March 1998 

A:\ADMIN\CDSMEMB.POL


